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39° THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

Dillmann and Delitzsch, but because their work has been done so well, 
and because a disproportionate attention to criticism has made the 
book of Genesis seem to many ministers today barren of spiritual 
teaching, we now need more of constructive and appreciative works to 
restore it to its full usefulness; for "my conviction is that when criti- 
cism has done its worst, or, as I for one prefer to say, its best, Luther's 
words will be as true as ever: Nihil pulcherius, Genesi, nihil utilius." 

Accordingly we find in the book hardly a suggestion of criticism. 
The stories are taken at their face value. Abraham is a real man, not 
a mere personification of tribal history. But whether he be history, 
legend, or fancy, and the story be early or late, the ideals are the 
ideals of the Hebrews at their best, which is what the book aims to 
present. Any reluctance to accept the author's standpoint is soon 
overcome by the charm of his style, in which frequent quotations 
from our best classical, German, and English writers find a smooth 
and appropriate setting. 

One closes the book with the feeling that its purpose has been 
accomplished. In the stories of Abraham and Isaac alone are found 
no less than 141 of these Hebrew ideals. A more prosaic mind might 
not find so many. But in this the book errs, if at all, in the right 
direction, and is a good corrective for that too matter-of-fact attitude 
that may result from exclusive attention to critical analysis. 

A close acquaintance with the Palestine of today is liable to rob 

the traveler of that enchantment that distance lends, and he needs to 

dwell the more on the ideal aspects of the Holy Land if he would be 

able to say, as did a recent traveler : " I have had many sweet illusions 

dispelled, but I have come back with a more precious Bible." This 

little book on Hebrew ideals will enable a man to come back from his 

critical studies on the Pentateuch with a more beautiful and spiritually 

more helpful Genesis. 

Dean A. Walker. 
South West Harbor, Me. 



The Grammar of Prophecy : An Attempt to Discover the Method 
Underlying the Prophetic Scriptures. By R. B. Girdle- 
stone. London and New York : Eyre & Spottiswoode, 190 1. 
Pp. xiii + 192. 

The word " prophecy " throughout this book is used as the equiva- 
lent of "prediction." The purpose of the work, therefore, is to indicate 
the principles and methods which must control the interpretation of 
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predictive prophecies. A prerequisite to such a task as this is the 
acceptance of some chronological arrangement of the Scriptures ; our 
author proceeds upon the basis of the traditional dates. The point of 
view of the book as a whole is uncritical and traditional, and its inter- 
pretations are largely literal and superficial. While free from many of 
the vagaries commonly found in works of this character, yet the book 
abounds in statements and theories which have no basis from the point 
of view of a historical interpretation of prophecy. As conclusions 
strengthened during the study of this subject, the author especially 
emphasizes the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures and the necessity of 
a literal interpretation of them. There are few more interesting fields 
for investigation than the one dealt with here, and, at the same time, 
few more difficult ; results worthy of consideration can be secured only 
by the application of the most vigorous methods of historical and 
exegetical science — methods at the farthest possible remove from those 
employed in this book. 

John M. P. Smith. 
The University of Chicago. 



Personal Salvation. Studies in Christian Doctrine Pertaining to 
the Spiritual Life. By Professor Wilbur F. Tillett, 
D.D.,Vanderbilt University. Nashville: Publishing House 
of the M. E. Church, South, 1902. Pp. xx+536. gi.50. 

Half a century ago the chief interest in theological circles lay in the 
discussion of the validity of certain conclusions of Calvinism. Writers 
took sides on these questions, and each undertook by Scripture proof 
and logical argument to demonstrate the truth of the view which he 
had espoused. Today the center of interest has shifted to historical 
and psychological problems. Men are seeking to ascertain what 
Christianity is rather than to defend preconceived theories. They are 
concerned to show how Christianity meets the spiritual needs of man 
rather than to silence opponents with proof-texts. 

This volume represents the older theological point of view and 
method, somewhat modified by the modern spirit. The bibliographies 
consist almost exclusively of dogmatic or biblical theologies. The plan 
of salvation is elaborated from the divine point of view and is con- 
sidered sub specie aeternitatis. 

Our first parents, in the exercise of their freedom, sinned, and through 
their sin the whole race became a fallen race. But human probation did not 
end then. God immediately provided the atonement in Christ for all fallen 



